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From the PTA President…
WOW! The school year is almost over . Where did the time go? I would like to introduce the 
2012-2013 PTA Executive Board . The board consists of: Donna Widmann, President, Karen 
Amundsen, VP of Administration, Janet Juarez, VP of Finance and Alissa Chrisos, Secretary . 
All of these wonderful ladies are returning! I would like to welcome two new board members: 
Michelle Bassi, VP of Enrichment and Jennifer Beason, Treasurer . 

I would like to thank Eileen Boffa (current VP of Enrichment) and Terri Maas (current Trea-
surer) for their outstanding work, time and commitment they have given to the board . We will 
miss you on the board but know that you will continue to assist the PTA! 

We are in the process of filling committee positions for next year and still have a few available . 
If you are interested in becoming more active in the PTA, please contact me at hoppinmom@
wowway .com . We welcome new faces and new ideas! I would like to thank Eileen Boffa,  
Jennifer Beason, Liz Lawrence, Laura Remack and all the parent volunteers for a wonder-
ful job on the variety show! The students and teachers put on a terrific show! Can’t wait for 
next year! Thanks to Michelle Bassi, Lori Rose and Liz Lawrence for helping with the Teacher  
Appreciation breakfast, lunch and coordinating the massage therapists . I would also like to 
thank Stephen Chriqui and Shelley Taylor (in advance) for planning Field Day . 

Congratulations to all our 5th grade students on your journey to Crone Middle School! We 
wish you the best of luck . Thank you to Amy Martin and all her parent volunteers (in advance) 
for a great send off with the 5th Grade Celebration . Thank you to Kris Dalaly and Terri Maas 
(in advance) for your hardwork on the Patterson Yearbook . 

Sally Bernard has been our Patterson Press chairperson for many years . Thank you for pro-
ducing such creative art work and making the Press enjoyable to read . We will miss you as you 
move with your student to middle school .
 
Sadly, we will have to say good-bye to several teachers and staff members as the school year 
closes . Mrs. Reif, Mrs. DiSanto, Mrs. Stewart and Mrs. Kimball are retiring . Congratulations on 
your retirements and know each of you will have a special place in our hearts . 

Two important reminders: Please remind your children that they are not allowed to cross on 
Lawrence . Students should always cross in designated crosswalks or with the crossing guards . 
We have had several close calls and do not want to see anyone hurt . Also, please keep your 
children home if they have a fever . They must be fever free for 24 hours prior to returning to 
school without the aid of fever reducing medication . This also applies to parent volunteers . 
Patterson is doing extra cleaning and we need parents to help us keep our students healthy 
and in school .

Mark your calendars for Patterson Meet & Greet /Ice Cream Social on August 20 . We are 
looking forward to a successful year next fall . Have a wonderful summer!

      Donna Widmann, PTA President
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Lions, tigers, 
and bears, 
oh my!
3rd grade families are invited to join 
their 3rd grader for a Habitat Tour,

Wednesday, May 9 from 6:30–7:30pm . Get ready to  
experience the desert, rainforest, ocean, and arctic . The 3rd 
graders will display and share their 3D animal model, power 
point presentation, and classroom habitat . This is an infor-
mal evening . Feel free to drop by any time during the hour 
long tour!

Reflections
The 2012-13 Reflections theme is “The Magic of the Mo-
ment…” Get your creative juices flowing over the summer for 
a fall submission!

From the LMC...
A special day occurred on March 21 in the library . If you vis-
ited Patterson on that day, you would not have recognized 
the LMC! It was transformed into the Young Authors Café 
complete with beanbag seating, music and lava lamps . All 
285 Patterson Young Authors attended 25-minute sessions 
throughout the day to share their stories and have a snack . It 
was a fun day! The day was financed with funds from the Fall 
Patterson Book Fair .

Patterson’s Young Author Representative for 2012 is Sam 
G. in 4A . Sam received a special pen for his achievement, 
as well as an invitation to attend the Young Authors Confer-
ence at Illinois State in May .

We also have three authors who received Honorable . They 
are Madison Y. 4A, Max P. 4Z and Kevin D. 5CR . They each 
received a special certificate for their achievement . 

Congratulations, to all of our Young Authors! 

From the Principal...
Dear Patterson Families,

It’s hard to believe May is here and the end of the school year 
is just weeks away! May also brings fun activities, planning 
and reflection on the year’s goals for staff, and assessments 
for students . I’d like to share with you what we’re working on 
in May so you can help support your students . I also encour-
age you to attend one or many of our end of the year events .

First of all, May is the time when we assess our students 
to see how much they have grown and learned during the 
school year . Our CBM’s (Curriculum Based Measurements) 
will be given during May . Many of these assessments are giv-
en individually, so teachers will begin assessing students May 
1 and continue until the middle of the month . IPSD conducts 
local writing assessments . Students wrote in the Fall, Winter 
and will now write a final paper this month, so we can com-
pare and measure their writing progress over the school year . 
As the month continues, many of the units of study will be 
wrapping up with summative assessments and teachers will 
be working hard to help students in the final stretch to reach 
their 2011-12 school year goals . This end of the year data is 
used to help place students in classes for the 2012-13 school 
year, which we will begin planning for this month as well .

As you can see, May is, academically, a crucial time of year 
occurring just when Spring Sports activities start up and the 
kids just want to get outside! What’s a parent to do? Well, 
you can support your child by ensuring they continue to get 
enough rest each night, eat right, and have balance between 
school and activities . To do this, please help students priori-
tize homework and studying with spring activities and fun . 

Speaking of fun, there are some great events taking place 
in May . Our Spring Book Fair is a great time to stock up on 
summer reading books . It will be held from May 7–11 and is 
open late (until 8pm) on Wednesday, May 9 . That same night, 
you can see our first grade musical and tour the 3rd grade 
Habitats . Patterson’s last PTA meeting of the year is 9:30am 
May 8 . Our last Pizza Night is Rosatis on May 22 . Please join 
us for a retirement celebration for Mrs . DiSanto (1st), Mrs . 
Kimball (LMC), Mrs . Reif (1st), and Mrs . Stewart (PA) on May 
23 at 4:00 in the Patterson MPR . You won’t want to miss 
the Fine Arts Festival on May 19 at NVHS, the 5th Grade 
Celebration May 31 at 1:45, and Field Day on May 29 . June 1  
is our last day of school and students are dismissed at 10:10 . 

What a busy month! Hopefully we can all find time to enjoy 
the spring weather, the great events at school, and still work 
hard to meet our end of school academic goals . Thank you 
as always for doing your part to help support all the great 
things happening at Patterson Elementary .

Michele Frost, Principal
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Birthday Book Club
Celebrate by Giving the Gift of Reading

Students wishing to celebrate their Birthday, or half Birthday, 
at school are encouraged to donate a book of their choice 
to the LMC in honor of their Birthday . Simply have your child 
bring in a book on or around his/her Birthday . Your child’s 
picture will be taken and displayed on the Birthday Book 
Club bulletin board in the LMC, a special label will be placed
inside the book, and your child will be recognized here in the 
Patterson Press . Contact Jen Wiltshire at 630-922-4289 or 
jen .wiltshire5@gmail .com if you have any questions . Thank 
you for ALL of the great book donations and Happy Birth-
day or Half Birthday to the following students:

Alexis E.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3T Aidan W.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2A
Nitya G. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4V Corey K. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2A
E.J. O.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3T Audrey B.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . KW

Spring Book Fair 

Patterson’s Spring Book Fair will be taking place May 9–11 . 

9:15–7:30  ] 
 
Wednesday, May 9

9:15–4:00  ] 
 
Thursday, May 10

8:50–12:00  ] 
 
Friday, May 11

Please come and select some great new books from Scho-
lastic to get ready for summer reading! All proceeds from 
the Fair go toward purchasing books and materials for Pat-
terson School . We realize you might be able to find these 
books at a less expensive price elsewhere, but please know 
that 40% of the purchase price goes toward the Patterson 
Library . Thank you!

Please go to the Patterson Book Fair homepage for more 
information: http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/ 
cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=homepage&url=patters
onelementary1 This includes a link to a new feature of our 
book fair—online ordering, which might be especially helpful 
for surprises! Thank you for your support!

 Susan Dobrodt, LMC Director

The Patterson Pta is excited to announce

Fall Family
Carnival!

October 13, 2012 at Patterson

SAVE the DATE!
This fundraising event will replace 

gift-wrap sales.

Featuring:

Pie in the Face, Bounce House and 
Obstacle Course, carnival games, 

prizes, face painting, hair braiding, 
pizza, cotton candy, a great 

silent auction and raffles!

If you would like to volunteer or donate 
a raffle/auction item please contact 

Amy Sutcliffe at amygrayce@hotmail .com . 

More details to come soon!

Save the Date
5th Grade  Celebration

May 31  ]  1:45–3:35

Clap-off to end the day.



FIELD DAY 
Tuesday, May 29

Rain day: Wednesday, May 30

Each Patterson student will receive:

 ]   keepsake nylon drawstring bag
]   jumbo bomb pop

Get ready for a fun day and 
please  don’t forget 
your sunscreen!!
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Attention!  You’re All Invited!

Fine Arts
Festival

Saturday, May 19
9:00am–4:00 pm

Neuqua Valley High School

There will be art displays and 
musical performances of all grade levels 

throughout the day.  

Patterson artwork will be displayed 
in the main hallway.

Those students that have artwork displayed will receive 
a letter from Miss Fisher prior to May 19.

PERFORMANCE TIMES:
Patterson Chorus

10:20am  ] 
 Auditorium

Fifth Grade Orchestra
3:40pm  ]  Auxiliary Gym

Fifth/Sixth Grade Band
2:40pm  ] 

 Main Gym

Rehearsal/Set-Up times and other info
will be provided prior to May 19 

by Mrs. Rothmeyer, Ms. Fenton, and 
Mr. Cappaert .

Mark Your Calendar
Take a night off from cooking, support your PTA, and 
treat your family to a delicious meal from Jet’s Pizza!

Day / Night
Tuesday, May 8

Jet’s will give our school 20% of your order!

Be sure to mention that you are with Patterson 

School when you order.

Delivery is available .

To order call 630-904-7777
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The Story of the Accidental Volunteer
Many book boxes ago there was a new elementary school parent who eagerly dropped off her 

two daughters for their first days of kindergarten . She got a call a few weeks later from one of 

her daughter’s teachers explaining that her children were taking adventure walks . These were 

journeys in the building after drop off and before classes would start . The girls were discovered 

by their teachers when they arrived late to class frequently and were ultimately caught when they 

tried recruiting classmates to figure out the elevator . The mother’s first thought was ughh, I need 

to get over there and find out what’s happening and what chaos her offspring were creating . 

 She cautiously volunteered to be a party assistant fearful that after studying the carpool 

map and corresponding rules that she was destined to fail in the leadership role of room parent . 

However, she met a wide variety of other parents who seemed to be enjoying these PTA orga-

nized experiences . The personalities varied . There were the Martha Stewart-like crafty ones, the 

quiet organized ones, and the loud--live for the moment ones, just to name a few . Each and every 

event was a new experience of personalities and a great way for her to meet the other families 

in the neighborhood . She actually volunteered to chair some committees in later years but really 

didn’t know she volunteered to chair . She thought she was just checking boxes to “help .” 

 More importantly, she also met many others who would be important influences in the 

lives in her children . Those were the dedicated members of the staff of Patterson Elementary 

School . She met her children’s classmates, and could connect the names with faces when listen-

ing to their entertaining stories . She realized along the way that her experiences volunteering 

gave her family a wonderful opportunity to be part of this neighborhood community . 

 HERE’S YOUR CHANCE… .there are few events left this year . Volunteer to help if you  

are able . Field Day, 5th Grade Celebration and the planning has started for next year! Jump in 

with both feet and volunteer or accidentally/on purpose volunteer . Help will be needed . If you 

are interested, the PTA still needs chairs or co-chairs for the Health & Safety and Reflections  

committees .
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       The Patterson Community celebrates  

the retirement of: 

 

   Mary DiSanto 

                     Diane Reif 

                    Susan Stewart 

       Donna Kimball 

 
      Date:     Wednesday, May 23rd 

     Time:      4:00-5:30 p.m. 

     Location:    Patterson Elementary 

          Multi-Purpose Room 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Mid–Quarter

Chorus 7:50–8:50

Gr. 5 to Crone 
9:05–11:00

Gr. 4 Spring 
Garden Club 
3:35–4:30

2 3

Orchestra 7:50-7:50

Spring Postal Club, 
Session I 3:35-4:30

4
Progress Reports

Spirit Wear &
Walk/Ride Bike 
to School Day
Spirit Day

Gr. 1 & 2 Author in 
Residence Event 
9:30

5

6 7

Gr. 5 Art Club 
3:35–5:00

8

Book Fair 
Preview Day

Chorus 7:50–8:50

PTA Meeting 9:30

Gr. 4 Spring 
Garden Club 
3:35–4:30

9
Book Fair
9:15–7:30pm

Gr. 1 Musical
Assembly 
2:30–3:00

Spirit Council 
3:35–4:15

Gr. 1 Musical 
6:30–7:30pm

Gr. 3 Habitat Night 
6:30–7:30pm

10

Orchestra 
7:50–8:50

Kdg. Blackberry 
Farm 9:15–2:00

Book Fair 9:15–4:00

Spring Postal Club, 
Group 2 3:35–4:30

11

Spirit Wear &
Walk/Ride Bike 
to School Day

Band 7:50–8:50

Book Fair 
8:50–12:00

12

13 14

NO SCHOOL
SIP Day

15
Art, Music & PE use 
Monday Schedule

Chorus 7:50–8:50

Gr. 4 Spring 
Garden Club 
3:35–4:30

16
Band & 
Orchestra 
Assembly
9:30–10:00

Spirit Council 
3:35–4:15

17
Orchestra 
7:50–8:50

Spring Postal Club, 
Group 2 3:35–4:30

18
Spirit Wear &
Walk/Ride Bike 
to School Day

Band 7:50–8:50

Gr. 2 Beauty and 
the Beast, Lewis 
Univ. 9:15–12:30

19

Fine Arts Festival
NVHS

20 21 22
Rosati’s Pizza Day

Chorus, Final 
Practice 8:50–8:50

Chorus Assembly 
9:30

Gr. 4 Spring 
Garden Club 
3:50–4:30

23
Grade 3 to Brook-
field Zoo 9:15–2:15

Spirit Council 
End of Year Party 
3:35–4:15

Public Retirement 
Celebration Mrs. 
DiSanto, Kimball, 
Reif and Stewart 
4:00–5:30 MPR

24

Spring Postal Club, 
Group 2 3:35–4:30

25

Band 7:50–8:50

Spirit Wear & 
Walk/Ride Bike to 
School Day

26

27 28

NO SCHOOL
Memorial Day

29

Field Day

30 31

Gr. 5 Celebration 
1:45–3:35

Spring Postal Club 
3:35–4:30

June 1

Report Cards
Classes End 10:10
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Tues ., May 1

Thurs ., May 3

Fri ., May 4

Mon ., May 7

Tues ., May 8

Wed ., May 9

   
Thurs ., May 10

Fri ., May 11

Mon ., May 14

Tues ., May 15
   

Wed ., May 16

Thurs ., May 17

Fri ., May 18

Sat ., May 19 

Tues ., May 22

Wed ., May 23

Thurs ., May 24

Fri ., May 25
Mon ., May 28
Tues ., May 29

Thurs ., May 31
Fri ., June 1
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lunCh Menu May
 
 

Indian Prairie School District #204 
Elementary Lunch Menu-One Page Summary 

May 2012 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Lunch Meal Prices: 
Paid Lunch:  $2.35 

Reduced Lunch:  $0.40 
White Milk:  $0.40 

Chocolate Milk :  $0.50 
*This menu item is vegetarian 
**This item contains Turkey 
***This item contains Pork 

WG=Item is made with                                
Whole Grain 

1 
Hamburger  

on a WG Bun  
or 

*Make Your Own Pita Pizza with 
or without Pepperoni 
Seasoned Carrots 

Mixed Fruit 
Choice of Milk 

2 
Nachos w/Cheese & Taco Meat 

or *Vegetarian Refried Beans 
or  

Breaded Popcorn Chicken 
 w//WG Roll 
Fiesta Rice 

Chilled Applesauce 
Choice of Milk  

3 
***Turkey Roast w/WG Roll 

or 
*Macaroni & Cheese 

 w/WG Roll 
Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy 

Green Beans 
Cinnamon Apple Slices 

Choice of Milk 

4 
*Cheese  Pizza or                       
***Pepperoni Pizza 

or 
***BBQ Rib Sandwich 

on a WG Bun 
Red Beans & Rice 
Chilled Peaches 
Choice of Milk 

9 
*WG Pancakes w/Syrup 

 with or without ***Sausage Patty 
or 

**Hot Dog  
on a WG Bun  

 
Potato Wedges 

Mixed Fruit 
Choice of Milk 

10 
*Cheese Stuffed Breadstick 

with Marinara Sauce 
or 

Baked Breaded Chicken                     
Nuggets w/WG Roll 

 
Golden Corn 
Chilled Pears 
Choice of Milk 

11 
Soft Shell Tacos                                      

w/Chicken Fajita Meat or                             
*Vegetarian Refried Beans 

or 
Hamburger on a WG Bun  

 
Fiesta Rice 

Chilled Applesauce 
Choice of Milk 

12 
WG Chicken Patty  

on a WG Bun  
or 

**Pasta & Marinara Sauce 
w/Whole Grain Roll 

Peas & Carrots 
Baked French Fries 
Chilled Apricots 
Choice of Milk 

13 
*Cheese Pizza or  

***Pepperoni Pizza 
or 

**Corn Dog 
 

Mixed Vegetables 
Chilled Peaches 
Choice of Milk 

14 
 

School Improvement 
Planning 

 
No School 

15 
*WG French Toast Sticks w/Syrup 
with or without ***Sausage Patty 

or 
Pizza Burger on WG Bun  

 
Potato Smiles 

Mixed Fruit 
Choice of Milk 

16           
**Sliced Roast Turkey 

w/WG Roll 
or 

*Cheese Stuffed Breadstick 
w/Marinara Sauce 

Green Beans 
Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy 

Chilled Peaches 
Choice of Milk 

17              
Soft Shell Tacos w/Taco Meat 
or *Vegetarian Refried Beans 

or 
Breaded Popcorn Chicken 

 w//WG Roll 
 

Golden Corn 
Chilled Applesauce 

Choice of Milk 

18 
*Cheese Pizza                                     

or ***Pepperoni Pizza 
  or       

 **Corn Dog 
 

Mixed Vegetables 
Baked French Fries 

Chilled Pears 
Choice of Milk 

21 
Breaded Chicken Nuggets 

 w/WG Roll 
or 

Meatball Sub Sandwich 
 

Green Beans 
Glazed Sweet Potatoes 

Chilled Apricots 
Choice of Milk 

22 
*French Toast Sticks w/Syrup with 

or without ***Sausage Patty 
or 

**Hot Dog  
on a WG Bun  

 
Baked Tator Tots 

Mixed Fruit 
Choice of Milk 

23 
Nachos w/Cheese 

& Beef Taco Meat or 
*Vegetarian Refried Beans 

or 
Chicken Patty on WG Bun  

 
Golden Corn 

Chilled Applesauce 
Choice of Milk 

24 
Baked BBQ Chicken  

w/ WG Roll 
or 

Cheeseburger  
on a WG Bun  

 
Potato Wedges 

Cinnamon Apple Slices 
Choice of Milk 

25 
*Cheese  Pizza or                       
***Pepperoni Pizza 

or 
***BBQ Rib Sandwich 

on a WG Bun 
 

Vegetarian Baked Beans 
Chilled Peaches 
Choice of Milk 

28 
 

Memorial Day 
 

No School 
 

29 
*WG Pancakes w/Syrup 

 with or without ***Sausage Patty 
or 

**Hot Dog on a WG Bun  
 

Seasoned Peas 
Baked Tator Tots 

Chilled Pears 
Choice of Milk 

30 
Cheeseburger 
on a WG Bun 

or 
Chef’s Choice 

 
Vegetable Choice 

Fruit Choice 
Choice of Milk 

31 
Baked Breaded Chicken 

Nuggets w/WG Roll 
or 

Chef’s Choice 
 

Vegetable Choice 
Fruit Choice 

Choice of Milk 

June 1 
Last Day of School 

 
Breakfast Only 

 
Have a Great 

Summer! 

Alternate COLD Lunches Offered Daily: 
*Soybutter & Grape Jelly Sandwich, Entrée Salad, or Grab & Go Bagged Lunch (See Detailed Menu for Choices) 

-Food bar with fresh fruits and vegetables offered daily.                                 
What is included in a lunch meal?  You MUST choose 1 Entrée &  MUST choose at least 1 side                                                                     

and CAN choose up to 3 sides for the same $2.35 lunch price 
                Daily Milk Choices Include (milk is counted as a side item):  Fat Free White, 1% White, and Fat Free Chocolate 

                                                               

                                    Find menus posted at:  www.chartwellsschooldining.com/ipsd204/content/menus.asp 
                              

                                     Menu Questions or Comments?   
                                 Please Call Director of Dining Services:  Greg Manning at 630-428-6570 

        
                                  Menu subject to change without notice.     

The School Lunch Program is operated in accordance with U.S. Department of Agriculture policy                                                                                                                              
which does not permit discrimination because of race, color, sex, age, handicap or national origin.   

Any person who believes that he or she has been discriminated against in any                                                                                                                                                  
U.S.D.A. activity should write to the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250. 


